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The NOFN venture, which faces a twoyear time overrun, is
expected to be the prime vehicle for boosting broadband
penetration.
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Cabinet panel rejects PSEB choice for BSNL boss

KOLKATA: The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has rejected a Public Enterprises
Selection Board proposal to appoint Anupam Shrivastava as chairman and managing
director of the state-run Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL).

The committee has instead asked the telecom department to "re-submit" a fresh application
after seeking the "views of present telecom minister Ravi Shankar Prasad", according to
government documents seen by ET.

Shrivastava, who is BSNL's director of consumer mobility, was supposed to take over from
RK Upadhyay, who retires on June 30. His nomination for the top job was cleared by the
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) and approved by Kapil Sibal when he was telecom
minister in the UPA regime.

The ACC's refusal to endorse Shrivastava's name has added to the succession limbo at
state-run telcos, including Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd (MTNL).

PK Purwar, who is director (finance) at MTNL, is yet to get CVC clearance for his elevation
as chairman and managing director of the state-run company, which runs mobile and landline services in Delhi and Mumbai.

MTNL has been without a CEO since AK Garg's retirement on May 31. Appointment of Garg's successor could take a while as Purwar's
name will be recommended to the ACC only after CVC clearance comes through, the documents show.

Although Sibal had cleared Shrivastava's name for the top job at BSNL, he had earlier rebuked the telecom department (DoT) for
recommending his name without considering a three-year extension for Upadhyay based on a neutral appraisal by an external expert
group.

Upadhyay, whose three-year term was to end on April 30, was given a two-month extension to allow him to oversee conclusion of the
loss making telco's revival plans.

The documents also show that the BJP-led government plans to unveil a new broadband policy within 100 days, which would "recognise
broadband connectivity as a basic fundamental right like education and health".

The policy will suggest ways to provide reliable affordable broadband access in rural and remote areas through a blend of optic fibre,
wireless and VSAT (very small aperture terminals) technologies.

It will also encourage fibreto-the-home (FTTH) rollouts and back them with enabling guidelines to create an "always connected society".

The broadband push comes at a time when the DoT has been concerned that the delayed rollout of the national optic fibre network
(NOFN) could derail the government's pan-India broadband penetration targets of 175 million and 600 million users by 2017 and 2020,
respectively, laid out in the National Telecom Policy 2012.

The NOFN venture, which faces a twoyear time overrun, is expected to be the prime vehicle for boosting broadband penetration.

The government is also keen to establish an "appropriate institutional framework" to coordinate with different departments and agencies
for laying and upkeep of telecom cables, including optic fibre cables, for rapid expansion of broadband, the documents show.
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